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IMPORTANT DATES 

Date Name 

28th Jun, 2019 Last Day of Term 2 

15th Jul, 2019 Commence Term 3 

1st Aug, 2019 Final payment for Sport Development programs 

6th Aug, 2019 VTAC Parent Information Session – Library 6pm 

20th Aug, 2019 School Council 

22nd Aug, 2019 Chemistry Ex Unit 4 – Space Science centre 

28th Aug, 2019 English/EAL Unit 4 incursion – The Crucible 

2nd Sept, 2019 Chemistry Ex Unit 2 – Space Science centre 

11th Sept, 2019 Unit 4 Biology Exc – LaTrobe Uni 

17th Sept, 2019 School Council 

20th Sept, 2019 Last Day Term 3 

7th Oct, 2019 Commence Term 4 

 

Principal’s report 
 
The effective school has an unwavering commitment to learning for all, collaboration within the school community, 
differentiated classroom instruction and frequent monitoring of student progress using various forms of data (Lezotte & 
Snyder, 2011). 
 
Professional Learning Focus 
Our professional learning on Tuesday morning, led by Amy Farmer, has continued to focus on student learning.  Amy has led 
discussion on the Victorian teaching and learning model which consists of four components:  A vision for learning helps create 
a unified set of values and beliefs to drive a high performance learning culture; The practice principles for excellence in 
teaching and learning (practice principles) are nine signature pedagogies which make the difference in improving student 
achievement and motivation; The pedagogical model describes what effective teaching looks like in the classroom and helps 
teachers apply the practice principles; The high impact teaching strategies (HITS) are ten instructional practices that reliably 
increase student learning wherever they are applied.  Amy is leading the school to develop a BHSSC instructional model that 
will be embedded in every classroom. 
 
BHSSC Future Directions 2020 
The BHSSC School Council conducted an extraordinary meeting on Tuesday 4th June to discuss the future directions of the 
current Year 7 to 9 program for 2020.  The Principal presented detailed information for the council to consider.  A number of 
models were discussed and the school council made a recommendation that the school community in 2020 will enrol students 
from Years 9 to 12.  We are fortunate to have Martin Culkin, an experienced retired principal, who will be working with the 
leadership team and staff for Semester 2.  
 
Semester Reports 
BHSSC Semester 1 reports will be available on Compass at the end of Term 2. I encourage all students and 
parents/guardians/carers to read these reports carefully and discuss, as a team, how they can further improve their academic 
performance in Semester 2. When reflecting on the reports, students should focus upon the attributes and behaviours 
teachers recommend for further improvement, for example - perseverance, hard-work, asking for help, more revision prior to 
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exams and taking pride in their learning and setting high expectations. Educational research has proven that intelligence is 
changeable (not predetermined or fixed), and that academic growth can be achieved by all - working hard, being resilient and 
acting on the advice in end-of-semester reports are the keys to achieving this growth. 
 
Principal Conference 
The Principal Team were fortunate to attend the Education State School Leadership conference – Leading Learning for 
Excellence last week (3rd to 7th June 2019).  The conference enabled us to have an opportunity to learn and develop ways to 
drive excellence in schools by engaging with international and local practitioners.  It was the first time that the conference 
brought together leaders from all parts of the state.  This enabled us to expand our opportunities for learning, and strengthen 
collaboration and networking.  The conference was designed with an explicit focus on excellence.  One of the workshops I 
attended was on the exploration of academic rigour – what it is and what it looks like in the classroom and school. 
 
Planned Maintenance Program (PMP) 
The Planned Maintenance Program (PMP) provides funding to address significant maintenance issues across the Victorian 
government school network.  I am pleased to confirm that $100,000 has been allocated to Box Hill Senior Secondary College 
as part of this year’s first PMP funding allocation.  We have received a condition assessment report (CAR) recently as part of 
the Rolling Facilities Evaluation (RFE). This report identifies the maintenance issues at BHSSC, listed by priority.  The 
Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA) will now work with BHSSC to prepare a School Maintenance Plan (SMP) that 
schedules maintenance to address the issues identified in your CAR.  School maintenance is a shared responsibility between 
schools and the Department of Education and Training. The CAR, RFE and SMPs are new initiatives that support schools to 
plan, budget and manage the maintenance of their assets.  This PMP funding will enable a positive start to the implementation 
of our SMP. 
 
Theatre Performance 
What amazing talent.  I was fortunate to see our theatre studies students perform their production, “Framed” on Friday 21st 
June 2019.  The performances of all students, including backstage/lighting/sound students was outstanding.  Well done to 
Morgan Thomas-Connor and her team for putting on a great show.  Congratulations to all. 
 
Checking Compass 
Please assist us by checking Compass every week.  This includes processing any event consent/payment before the due 
date and approving absences if your child won’t be at school.  If you require any support with this process, please contact the 
General Office Support Team.  Note - students cannot attend an event without parent consent or payment.  If 
consent/payment is not received by the due date, your son/daughter will be required to attend normal classes or be placed in 
an alternative program. 
 
Term Break 
I thank staff, students and parents for their support during what has been a very successful, though busy, Term 2.  I hope 
everyone enjoys valuable time with family and friends.  Have a safe break. 
 
Mark Quinlan 
Principal (Acting) 
 
Student Leadership 

Thank you to our Student Leaders and Year Level Coordinators for the work done in Student Voice this term. The student 

leaders led a moving Anzac Day service at the College, with guest speaker Mr John Howard, a returned veteran from the 

Vietnam War. 

A select group of Student Leaders, along with Ann Le, attended the World 

Vision Youth Conference at the Exhibition Centre. The conference 

discussed many issues relating to the modern world and how young people 

can expand on their social action to bring about change. The day opened by 

exposing students to the experiences of a young woman sharing her story 

of becoming a refugee and seeking refuge in Australia and finished with 

students learning about how they can take action by taking part in the World 

Vision Backpack challenge. The Backpack challenge is similar to the 40-

hour famine but instead of living without something for 40 hours you live out 

of a backpack for 40 hours and lose certain things along the way. 
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A presentation was made to teaching staff on the topic of ‘What is an Effective Teacher?’ from a student’s perspective. The 

session was run by Year 12 leaders, Cooper Prelorenzo, Sophie Peters, Jack Relph, Olivia Atkinson-Ladek and Year 11 

leaders Rachel Walker and Alex Hughes-Gage. The students were engaging in their delivery and their opinions and 

suggestions were extremely well received by staff.  

Planning for activities for Semester 2 are currently under way and include the organisation of the World Vision Backpack 

Challenge and a Helping Hoops event to provide the opportunity to underprivileged children to participate in basketball. 

 

Student Management Information 

Parents and students are reminded that the Student Handbook is available on the Compass Newsfeed. It contains information 

regarding term dates, exam periods, GPA rubrics, along with key personnel and policies. It is suggested that the document is 

downloaded for your reference. 

Parents and students are also asked to be aware that holidays should not be taken during the school term. If a student is 

going to be absent for an extended period, parents are required to notify the school and students need to have a learning plan 

filled in before leaving. Learning plans are available from Student Services. 

VCE Exams 

VCAA Unit 3 & 4 exam timetable has been published on the VCAA website. Parents of students completing a Unit 3/ 4 subject 

are encouraged to visit the page and record relevant exam dates and times.   

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-exam-timetable.aspx 

 

 
VTAC Parent & Student Information Session 
Tertiary Entrance for 2020          
    
 
Year 12 - VTAC Parent Information Night 
During Semester 1 all Year 12 advocacy groups were presented with Careers information. Students then had the opportunity 
to organise personal counselling and research pathways options post VCE.  VTAC is responsible for managing University and 
TAFE applications for current Year 12 students. 
 
A VTAC Parent Information evening will be held on Tuesday 6 August at 6pm in the College Library.   The application process 
can sometimes be confusing for both the student and their parents.  It is highly recommended that you as a parent and your 
student attend this information evening to gain a better understanding of this process. Please email 
fdemelis@bhssc.vic.edu.au by Friday August 2 if you would like to attend. 
 
A VTAC information session will be run for all Year 12 students at a special assembly on Thursday August 8. 
  
VTAC applications open on Monday August 5 and close on September 30.  Students requiring assistance with their VTAC 
application will be able to attend lunchtime sessions commencing on Tuesday August 13 in room 10.  
 
 
Year 12 – University/TAFE ‘Open Days’ 
All students expecting to undertake further studies in 2020 are encouraged to attend as many Open Days as possible.  Dates 
have been displayed in the Library and on the Canteen window.  A complete listing of dates can be found on the VTAC 
website.  Printouts are also available from my office. 
 
 
Unit 1 & 2 VET Structured Workplace Learning 
Students enrolled in a Unit 1 & 2 VET program in the areas listed below are expected to complete 1 week of work placement 
in the week of September 16 – 20, 2019. 

 Electro-technology (Pre-apprenticeship) 

 Building & Construction 

 Plumbing 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-exam-timetable.aspx
mailto:fdemelis@bhssc.vic.edu.au
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 Landscape Horticulture 

 Sport and Recreation 
 

Structured Workplace Learning is strongly recommended by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority for vocational 
programs.  Assessments are usually embedded into structured workplacements.  If a student does not satisfy the assessment 
requirements they will not be able to complete their certificate. In addition to this, work placements are a valuable aid to 
gaining an apprenticeship. 
 
The final date to apply for a structured work placement is Monday September 2, 2019. 
Any student who does not undertake work placement in the week beginning Sept. 16 will be required to attend school for all 
their normal classes. 
 
Parents/Guardians are requested to assist in organising a suitable work placement.  Structured Workplace Learning forms 
and assistance are available from the Careers and Pathways Coordinator (Frank De Melis) who is located in the Library. 
 
 
Frank De Melis 
Careers Adviser and Pathways Coordinator 

 
Coffee Anyone? 

VCAL Senior students undertook an accredited Barista and Coffee Art Course at the Coffee School in order to gain 

knowledge and skills that will enable them to contribute to the College Community as a volunteer in the school canteen and 

assist them to gain immediate part-time work, or transitional employment when they leave BHSSC. This course also 

compliments the work-related skills they are gaining working in the commercial kitchen once a week. The accredited Barista 

Course & Coffee Art Course included 2 Units of Competency: - Prepare and Serve Espresso Coffee SITHFAB005 and Use 

Hygienic Practices for Food Safety SITXFSA001. Each student had their own coffee machine and made unlimited coffees, 

learning how to: operate the coffee machines, foam silky milk correctly and make every coffee on the menu.  They also 

experimented with coffee art – including free pouring, etching and layering of coffee. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Unit 2 Psychology Eye Dissection 
 
Unit 2 Psychology students are currently investigating sensation and perception in humans. We have already conducted 
several in class experiments in our quest to answer the question; What influences a person’s perception of the world? Here 
they are participating in a cow eye dissection to gain a better understanding of the structure of the eye and the process that 
enables us to detect and understand light waves.  
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Food Studies Report 

The kitchen has been a busy hub this term, with students preparing a vast array of 

dishes specific to their learning focuses and learning to work collaboratively with others. 

Middle School Food Studies 

This term has been all about learning how to ensure we preserve our food supply for 

future and how to use kitchen staples effectively to produce a range of food. Students 

have also been empowered to make informed food choices while learning about 

sustainability, food production methods and ethical choices. Highlights have been vanilla 

ice cream, berry and apple free form tarts and fresh pasta! 

 

VCE Food Studies 

Year 11 students have explored the evolution of our food system this term focusing on 

Australia. They have worked with Native Australian ingredients (such as in the Wattle seed 

Wagon Wheels pictured) right through to the vast range of introduced ingredients from cultures 

all over the world. 

     

The roles of food have dictated our Year 12 

classroom, from the social role it plays building 

connectedness, to the comfort, emotional and physiological roles as well. 

Students have explored how foods are portrayed by the media and how this 

influences our food choice. Our new focus which has commenced with 

Semester 2 relates to food insecurity and sustainability.  

 

 

As pictured, the students completed a 

mystery box, making a meal using only 

Syrian refugee rations. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM 

 

Work Experience 

 

Four students participated in Work Experience during the term 1 school holidays. 

 

Thanks to Coles Belmore Road Balwyn East, Kevin, Cindy and Linda enjoyed a 

one-week placement. Their main task was shelving presentation; their final task 

each day was flattening all the boxes.   

 

Arian loved working at the Red Cup Café on Whitehorse Road, Box Hill. He 

became an invaluable assistant to the head chef! 
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Semester One Cultural Experience 

 

The international student group participated in a cultural experience on the last day of Semester One. They visited the Eureka 

Skydeck for the view, Brunetti’s Café for lunch, and the VCE Top Arts Exhibition at the Ian Potter Centre, National Gallery of 

Victoria via Hosier Lane for the mural street art. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The school organized an excursion which involves bringing 
international students to visit some of Melbourne’s most 
fascinating sites. This time it is to Sky Deck, where I took part in 
the excursion.  
 
The overall experience was exciting as I had never been to a 
tower so high up from the ground before. We took a lift which 
travels in an incredible speed. When I was on the very top of the 

tower, I was amazed by the 
spectacular view of the city, 
with the surrounding 
buildings and towers 
looking smaller when compared to the ground view.   
 
After Sky Deck we went to a restaurant to have lunch, and it was a very filling and 
scrumptious meal. The staff there were friendly and the food there was phenomenal. The 
meal we had included a dessert which was absolutely delicious and I would highly 
recommend others to try eating at the restaurant. 
 
After lunch, we walked to an art gallery which was not far from Flinders Street Station, 
where we saw a lot of beautiful and artistic paintings which opened my eyes to a world of 
art. 
 

The experience was truly wonderful and I had a lot of fun as well as learning more about Melbourne.  
 
By Brandon Yeo 
 

FareShare 

 

My first experience at the FareShare kitchen was with my year 10 Food Tech 2018 excursion. I decided to return to 
FareShare as a volunteer during the term 1 school holidays this year, as I enjoyed the excursion experience so much last 
year.  
 
On the excursion last year, we get to know about a huge amount of food being wasted every single day in Melbourne for 
various reasons, even though these foods are still in good condition. FareShare is a non-profitable organisation which reuses 
waste food and cooks thousands of nutritious meals every day for people who are in need. There are a lot of volunteers from 
all ages; they are very friendly and their enthusiasm creates a warm, welcoming working environment for young people like 
me.  
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Morning tea is provided in between our shifts, and we get to meet all the volunteers, including high school students from 
everywhere in Victoria. I made some new friends, and I now know what it is like to work for a volunteer organisation after 
speaking with other volunteers and employees.  
 
FareShare can mean more than a full stomach; it is like a family connection for some of the elderly volunteers. Although I was 
exhausted after 3 hours working constantly, I enjoyed working at FareShare as a volunteer.  
 
I would love to work with them in the future. However, the $20 Administration fee per shift is quite high for students.  
 
FareShare would be a good option for a student activity during holidays or as another school excursion. 
 
By Vicky Thuc Anh Ly 
 
There was an extremely good atmosphere and environment when I was volunteering at FareShare. At Fareshare, they make 
and provide foods for the homeless and people who are lacking food. They take the food from the supermarkets, to rescue the 
waste and protect the environment. On my volunteer day, I helped staff to make pies; it took a lot of steps to complete the 
pies, from the beginning of making the powder and placing it on the tray.  
 
It’s my honour to do such a good thing in my life. 
 
By Kevin Anh Khoa Ngugen 
 

I made this mirror in Wood Technology. I was proud of myself because it was so hard as this is the first 

time I have ever worked with wood. 

 

By Ben Nhu Mah 

 

Homestay Hosts – Expressions of Interest Invited  

 

Box Hill Senior Secondary College is seeking expressions of interest from people interested in providing homestay 
accommodation for an international student. Homestay accommodation offers the chance to learn about another culture and 
build lifelong friendships. Students are typically aged between 15 and 18 years of age and need accommodation ranging from 
six months to up to three years.  
 
In return for accepting a student into your home and family you will be paid a generous weekly amount for your hosting and 
hospitality. For further information or to register your interest in this unique opportunity, please contact Lynden – Director of 
the International Student Program by email fielding.lynden.j@edumail.vic.gov.au. 
 

YEAR 10 SCIENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

Students are picture extracting DNA from wheatgerm and conducting experiments that investigate the 

properties of metals and non-metals.   
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Art 

Yr. 10 & 11 Studio Art Students,’Patterns and Tessellations’ inspired by  M.C. Escher and  
The Recent Exhibition at the NGV -Escher X Nendo | Between Two Worlds  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sport 

Congratulations to those students who continue to succeed in their chosen sport. 

It has always amazed me how many of our students manage to combine their schooling, sport and travel and do special 

things along the way. 

AFLW 

Well done to Phoebe Chisholm, a senior member of our AFLW squad, who recently was selected to play for Carlton in their 

VFLW team. Let us hope this leads on to bigger and better things. 

Britney Gutknecht recently represented Victoria in the U18 Vic Metro team. This is her second year and follows on from her 

(and Phoebes’) grand final win in the NAB league with the Northern Knights. Well done! 

Congratulations to Tilly Hardy who played in the Vic Metro team at the U16 level and Olivia Meagher who made the recent 

U18 Vic Metro squad. 

Upcoming events 

The beginning of term 3 will be busy for our AFL and AFLW squads. Eastern Metro finals are the next hurdle. 

The Senior Boys will play Tuesday 16th July @ East Burwood Reserve. A reminder that consent on Compass must be done 

by Fri 12th July (in the holidays). 

The Senior girls need their forms completed by 18th July to play in their final on Mon 22nd July @ Spring field Park. 

The very next day (23rd July) sees the Intermediate boys play at Koonung Reserve. Forms to be done by 19th July.  

 SSV Update 
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Most Whitehorse District competitions have completed for the year but there will be Athletics (Track and Field) on Tuesday 

27th August. More details later. 

 Inter Basketball and table tennis Tues  30 July 

 Senior girls Netball EMR Fri 9 August  

 

Basketball Review. 

Another successful start for Box Hill SSC in Basketball. Our senior boys and girls teams won the Victorian College 

Championships with the boys and girls first teams defeating our own second teams, a great result. 

At the Intermediate level, the boy’s first team won through to the Grand Final and were gallant in defeat in a tough and skilful 

contest. 

On a different note, our own assistant Coach Jack Fleming is off to Darwin as assistant Coach for the boys Under 16 State 

team. Congratulations Jack and all the best for the tournament. 

BHSSC has two students in the Under 16 boys and girls State teams who are flying our school flag. Congratulations goes to 

Ally Marshall and Cooper Ferdinando for making State. 

The under 18 State team also had two of our students playing for Victoria and winning Gold medals. Congratulations goes to 

Erin Riley and Mason Perry. 

The upcoming Under 18 World Championships are being played in Greece, Box Hill has three past students playing for 

Australia, and Box Hill would like to congratulate last year’s students Tyler Robertson, Keli Leaupepe and Joshua Gatbel for 

being a part of this Australian team. 

Finally, with our Basketball review the school would like to congratulate Corey Fiddes, Nick Grantham, Josh Tomasi and Harry 

Love for making Division Two College Basketball. 

 
Senior & Intermediate Basketball Dates for 2019. 

19th July Senior Boys Second team Champions Cup, Dandenong  

30th July SSV District All Intermediate Boys and Girls basketball Nunawading 

1st August Champions Cup, Intermediate girls -MSAC 

6th August Champions Cup, Intermediate boys -Dandenong 

6th August SSV EMR Basketball Dandenong Stadium Senior boys and girls one teams  

8th August Champions Cup, senior girls -MSAC 

22nd August Champions Cup Elite 8, Intermediate boys and girls -SBC 

23rd August Champions Cup, Senior Boys -Dandenong 

29th August Champions Cup Elite 8, senior boys and girls -SBC 

17th September SSV Senior State Finals, basketball boys and girls -MSAC 

22nd September Champions Cup Finals Day –State Basketball Centre  

18th October SSV EMR Intermediate boys and girls -Dandenong Basketball Stadium 

18th November SSV Intermediate State boys -MSAC 

19th November SSV Intermediate State girls –MSAC 

Australian Schools Championship December 1st – 6th Perth 
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Instagram News 
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