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IMPORTANT DATES
Date
20th Sept, 2019
7th Oct, 2019
15th Oct, 2019
22nd Oct, 2019
30th Oct, 2019
4th Nov, 2019
5th Nov, 2019
18th Nov, 2019
19th Nov, 2019
20th Nov, 2019
29th Nov, 2019
29th Nov, 2019
5th Dec, 2019
6th Dec, 2019

Name
Last Day Term 3
Commence Term 4
School Council
Y12 Celebration Dinner - Karralyka
VCAA Exams commence
Unit 2 and Y10 exams commence
Public Holiday – Melbourne Cup Day
‘Flying Start’ commences for students undertaking Y11 or Y12 subjects in 2020
School Council
VCAA Exams finish
‘Flying Start’ finishes
Last day for Year 11
Awards Night
Last day for Year 10

Principal’s report
What knowledge, skills, attitudes and values will today's students need to thrive and shape their world? How can instructional
systems develop these knowledge, skills, attitudes and values effectively? Education has a vital role to play in developing the
knowledge, skills, attitudes and values that enable people to contribute to and benefit from an inclusive and sustainable future.
(OECD, 2018).
Term Break
Thank you to everyone for your work and effort throughout Term 3. In the first week on the term break, many of our Year 12
teachers will be holding revision workshops to support our students to better prepare for exams. I wish all staff and BHSSC
families a safe and restful break.
Review Report Presentation – Martin Winfield
Martin Winfield (Monash University & DET) recently presented to the whole staff and school council the 2019 BHSSC review
report. Schools are reviewed over a four year cycle and helps develop the new strategic plan. Some of the highlights were:
dedicated teachers; motivated students; wide range of academic and sporting programs and unique pathway opportunities.
The report is available on Compass and the BHSSC website. Please take the time to read the report.
Vision & Values
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The leadership team and I have started meeting with staff, students, parents and community groups to obtain their feedback
on creating a new vision and values for the school. The groups spent time focusing on explaining their own learning
experiences; developing a short vision statement; listing values important to them and re-developing belief statements. Have
your say and be part of a parent focus group on Thursday 19th September. Details on Compass.
Maintenance Update
I am delighted to confirm that Box Hill Senior Secondary College has been allocated a total of $123,528 across 2019 and
2020 for a range of essential maintenance and compliance programs, including additional funding in the Student Resource
Package for a range of facilities-related expenses.
Professor Kwong Lee Dow
I had the pleasure of meeting Professor Kwong Lee Dow at the recent Riversdale Principals’ Conference. He spoke about the
future of education in Victoria, saying although more and more students are becoming highly educated, there was a need to
further develop exploratory and technical skills and that vocational education training is an important part of senior education.
These are important concepts for BHSSC to consider as we develop our new vision and values.
Mark Quinlan
Principal (Acting)
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Homestay Hosts Needed for 2020
Box Hill Senior Secondary College is seeking expressions of interest from people interested in providing home-stay
accommodation for one or more international students (three is the maximum number per household).
In 2020, students being placed in homestay could be from Saudi Arabia, Iran, Bhutan, India, Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Japan, Vietnam and China.
Homestay accommodation offers the chance to learn about another culture and build lifelong friendships. Students are
typically aged between 15 and 18 years of age and need accommodation from two to three and a half years.
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In return for accepting a student into your home and family you will be paid a generous weekly amount for your hosting and
hospitality. The current rate is $330 per week, including all meals and Wi-Fi/Internet access. The student needs to be provided
with their own bedroom furnished with a bed, bedside table, bookcase, desk, study lamp and chair, wardrobe and chest-ofdrawers.
For further information or to register your interest in this unique opportunity, please contact Lynden, Director of the College’s
International Student Program – 9895 1143 or fielding.lynden.j@edumail.vic.gov.au. Maybe you have a neighbour, friend or
relative who might be interested in being a homestay host? Please spread the word! Thank you.
English News
Year 11 BHSSC English students are heading towards their final assessment
in Unit 2 English, by preparing a Persuasive Oral Presentation on a topic of
their choice. Students have been researching current issues within the
media, and have engaged in class debates about certain issues that
ultimately impact them. Some of the topics students have been studying are
related to the environment, such as Climate Change concerns and recycling
opportunities. Other topics explored have been related to social and wellbeing concerns, such as the introduction of Technology and Social Media
platforms. Year 11 English classes look forward to these students sharing their views and values through the upcoming Oral
Presentation task early in Term 4.
Media News
The assessment was to create a minimum of two artworks based on one theme.
Lukas Bertuna, Year 11, has created photographs which were taken and edited by himself. These images tell the narrative of
a breakup, ranging from joy, sadness and then acceptance. He used the subject of lights as a focus for his work, as that is
something he uses in his personal works and is the chosen theme which he set at the start of the year.

YEAR 10 SCIENCE
Following on from their Chemical Reactions topic https://www.instagram.com/p/B1QvA2Jla08/, Year 10 students have been
exploring how scientific evidence supports the theory of evolution by natural selection as an explanation for the diversity of
living things.
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Focussing on animal adaptations for survival, the students examined skulls of various animals, making observations of the
position and size of the eye socket, the teeth and length of the jaw, and any other distinctive features. They then made
conclusions about the position of the animal in the food chain, their activity (day or night), and their diet.

Wild Action incursion
The Year 10 students have also been exposed
to live animals during the Wild Action –
Adaptations incursion on 4 September. They
were able to observe first hand features of the
animals like their skin covering, defence
mechanisms and body structure. They heard
from an expert zoologist about their
reproduction processes, physiology and many
interesting facts.
https://www.instagram.com/p/B2LfaBhFFTI/
It was a very engaging and fascinating hour.

“It was good. I just enjoyed it” Georgia T.
“We had learnt a lot in class, so we knew a
lot already, but it was good” Connor B.
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CHEMISTRY
As part of their work on organic compounds, the year 12 Chemistry students performed acid-base and redox titrations
analysing the amount of aspirin and vitamin C in commercial tablets. They also undertook a laboratory program at VSSEC
(Victorian Space and Science Education Centre) on Thursday 22 August. They gained practical experience using HPLC (high
performance liquid chromatography) and UV-vis (ultra-violet light) and IR (infra-red) spectrometers to analyse aspirin.
https://www.instagram.com/p/B1xzyciF0oX/ and https://www.instagram.com/p/B1xy0oOlYlC/

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM
Work experience leads to part-time employment
Several more students participated in Work Experience during the term 2 school holidays. Thanks to Coles Belmore Road
Balwyn East, Arian A and Arian E enjoyed their placements. Congratulations to Arian E whose work experience has led to
future part-time employment.
First language studies
Eighteen international students are completing their year 12 VCE study of Chinese or Vietnamese First Language this year.
The students are now in the final stages of preparing for their Oral examination to be held during October.
In 2019, our College is hosting a three-hour VSL (Victorian School of Languages) class afterschool on Thursdays for the
students studying Chinese First Language. This has proven to be a popular initiative as it means that students can sleep in on
Saturdays. The students studying Vietnamese First Language attend the VSL’s Blackburn High School or Westall Secondary
College campuses on Saturday mornings. Other successful language studies for international students in past years have
included Persian.
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RUOK?
International students were introduced to the language and concepts behind RUOK during Advocacy on RUOK day last
Thursday, including some cultural context. The focus was on looking out for your friends, your own family and relatives, your
homestay family, and your wider circle of connections. The concepts of sympathy and empathy were explored.
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Sport
Basketball News
This year we have three teams in the Basketball Champions Cup played at the State
Basketball Centre on the 22nd of September.
This competition brings together the best of both private and public schools with the
winners going through to school Nationals in December.
Please come along and show your support for our fantastic teams!!
State Basketball Centre – 291 George Street, Wantirna South

Intermediate boys tip off 4pm.
Senior girls tip off 5.30pm
Senior boys tip off 7.15pm
AFLW
The girls recently played in the SSV State
quarter and semifinals. The game had to
be rescheduled to Trinity Grammar
(Bulleen) because of the state of the
ground at the original venue, Koonung
Reserve.
Our first game was a quarter final against
Wonthaggi High School. Our advantage
early was that they had to travel to the
venue and were rushed in their
preparation. The game was over 4
quarters of 15 minutes.
Even though we eventually won this game
by three goals we knew that the next game
against Hallam SSC in the semi would be
more difficult.
True to form, it was a scrappy and tough affair. Our usual clean skills were letting us down partly due to the conditions and the
pressure from Hallam. Full time saw scores being tied and we had to play an extra 5 minutes each way. Unfortunately, we
went down 4 points even though we did have many opportunities to nail the game.
Thanks to everyone who played. On the day we were lacking some 5-6 players who would have made a difference but to
those who did compete were fantastic. We played a lot of Year 9/10 girls against more senior opposition. They were great,
so.. Bring on 2020!!
Congratulations to Brit Gutknecht and Olivia Meagher who were selected in the U18 NAB League team of the year. Also Jess
Grace was nominated as well.
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Whitehorse District Athletics
We had a contingent of 30+ students who competed on the day in various track and field events.
Winners were:
Blaze Demase U16 100 metres
Aaron Peter-Budge U18 100 and 200 metres
Ryan Fairchild U16 Discus and Javelin
Kiahna Liddy U18 100 and 200 metres
Connor Brincat U16 Triple jump
Brendan Laird U18 shotput
Well done to those who competed. Our winners will now compete in the Eastern Metro athletics in term 4 Friday 11th October.
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