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Principal’s report
Dear Parents and Students,
I am excited to join the Box Hill Senior Secondary College community and I am looking forward to working with all of the staff,
students and members of the community as we work towards building an improved educational program across the school,
which also includes furthering our global links and partnerships. There are many great attributes that the school, its staff,
students and programs provide and I am committed to growing our current programs but also introducing new and exciting
learning opportunities that will help prepare students to be successful in the future.
As the school’s Executive Principal, I will have high expectations for student success and academic progress, while working
closely with all staff and students to develop our programs so that students are challenged and supported to be their very best
in every endeavour they undertake. The school’s excellent facilities, resources and programs provide a diversity of potential
pathways for students and I am looking forward to developing new partnerships with university, industry, employer and sports
groups to provide an even greater breadth of high quality learning opportunities for all students here at Box Hill Senior
Secondary College.
I also value our relationships with all parents and local community members and I encourage each and every one of you to
visit the school to see the diversity of our whole school program and the wonderful opportunities that exist for all students. I
feel privileged to join the Box Hill Senior Secondary College community and I look forward to on-going growth and success
into the future.
Yours sincerely,
Warren Dawson
College Principal
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DUX OF THE COLLEGE
CONGRATULATIONS TO ARIAN ESKANDARINEJAD – 2019 DUX OF THE COLLEGE

Arian Eskandarinejad has undertaken studies at Box Hill Senior Secondary College since commencing as a year 10
international student enrolled though the International Education Division, Victorian Government Schools, State Government
of Victoria in Semester Two, 2017. He continued as a Year 11 student in 2018, and now has graduated from Year 12 having
achieved his VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education).
For his VCE pathway to success, Arian has studied VCE Accounting, Biology, English (EAL – English as an Additional
Language), Persian Language, Further Mathematics, General Mathematics, Mathematical Methods, Specialist Mathematics,
Physics, VET (Vocational Education and Training) Integrated Technologies, and Studio Arts.
Arian has gained consistently high Grade Point Averages throughout his studies at Box Hill Senior Secondary College. He
gained awards for outstanding success in his classes; in 2018, for EAL and Physics, and in 2019, for EAL, Mathematical
Methods, and Physics. Arian is also to be congratulated on being selected for a Paul Hamer MP 2019 STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) Award.
Arian has made valuable contributions to College life as a student leader, role model and mentor. He has enjoyed making
friends from different countries and cultures. He has mentored new students, been a tour leader for a group of visiting
Chinese junior students, and been a volunteer lunchtime cleaner of the Canteen. Arian undertook work experience in a café
and supermarket, gaining part-time employment at the supermarket due to the excellent impression that he made. He
achieved Barista and RSA (Responsible Serving of Alcohol) qualifications, and he worked as an Election Day official for the
Victorian and Australian Electoral Commissions. He has balanced well his part-time work and academic studies.
Arian aspires to study in the engineering and computer science fields at university. We wish Arian every success with his
future endeavours. Congratulations, Arian!
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End of Year Exams
Year Ten to Year 12 students recently completed a rigorous exam period sitting exams for all subjects undertaken in 2019.
We congratulate our Year 12 Students on the completion of not only their exams, but of their secondary school education.
Students and parents are reminded that the school is open until the 20th of December to support students regarding course
and pathway counselling after they have received their results.
The College implements Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority Exam processes and rules for all our exams. It was
pleasing to see our Year 10 and 11 students knowing and following the processes expected in Year 12 VCE external exams.
Year 10 and 11 exam results will be published in the Semester 2 reports. Students can collect their exams from their subject
teachers to gain further feedback on their exam performance prior to the end of the school year.
Flying Start
It has been great to have our Year 10 & 11 students back in classes after the completion of their exams. The College sees
Flying Start as an important part of the educational program of the school, as it provides students with the opportunity to get a
head start on the next year’s studies.
The engagement of students in class was high and teachers were impressed with the work ethic of students. It also provided
some students with a greater insight into their subjects and allowed them to alter their subject choices to better reflect their
strengths, interests and proposed post-secondary pathway.
It is expected that students absent from Flying Start will have been in contact with their teachers to obtain any work missed.
Students have been set holiday homework and it is expected that this will be completed for submission for classes in Week 1
of 2020.
Year 12 Orientation Day
Year 12 students will once again participate in an Off-Campus Orientation at Deakin University on Monday 3rd February. It is
an expectation that all Year 12 students (both VCAL and VCE) will attend this event. The day will provide important
information about post-secondary school pathways and setting of expectations. It will also provide skill development in the
area of understanding and managing stress, which is known to be heightened for students in Year 12.
The key messages from the day will be built on throughout the year back in the BHSSC environment where we will provide
ongoing support and continue to set the high expectations we have of our students as they strive to achieve their very best.
Student Engagement and Wellbeing news
It has been a great year in Student Management at BHSSC. The team has enjoyed working with so many of our student
population to support, build resilience and confidence and leadership skills.
This year has seen our students participate in the School Review. The members of the Review team were impressed with
how skilled our students are as ambassadors of BHSSC, their high level communication skills and their mature insight into
what makes our school tick.
Our leaders organised and ran a moving Anzac Day Service and all students in attendance were commended on the respect
they showed.
The presentations at assemblies were of a high standard and provided an opportunity for the school community to recognise
and celebrate the achievements of our talented students, from academic successes and performing arts performances to
sporting achievements. We are hoping to build on this aspect of College life in 2020 and encourage students to get involved in
the opportunities provided to build student capacity as not only school leaders, but future leaders of the community.
Student Wellbeing is of great importance to all at BHSSC, which is why we continue to have this as a focus. We understand
that the holidays can be a difficult time for students and families, as the support of school structures are missing. We would
like to acknowledge this and provide details of services available if required during the summer holidays:
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HeadSpace- headspace.com
There are a number of HeadSpace locations. These can be found online. Online and Face to Face
counselling and crisis support are available.
Youth ConneXion-located a Box Hill Central
Open Monday-Friday 1-2 pm by appointment, 2-5pm for drop in.
EACH (eastern access community health)-1300 003 224
Provides an integrated range of health, disability, counselling and community mental health services (for
youth and families)
Lifeline Australia – 13 11 14
Crisis Support and Suicide Prevention
Celebration Day and Dinner
Year 12 BHSSC students had an exciting, albeit busy, day on the 22nd of October- celebrating the mark of their final high
schooling days.
At 10:12 am, the sounds of car horns and party whistles could be heard making its way up Melrose and down Dunloe Avenue,
as students arrived in the school car park dressed up in their novelty attire. We were lucky enough to have the likes of the
Mario Brothers, Dora the Explorer, and Mr G grace us with their presence to celebrate the special occasion.
The day was initiated with an assembly- the final assembly, which celebrated student achievements within the fields of
academics, leadership, sport, music and arts. Without a shadow of a doubt, the highlight of the assembly was the Year 12
BHSSC student video. The masterpiece was composed by our own Year 12 leaders, who worked tirelessly to film, edit and
interview students/staff to perfectly encapsulate what it was like to be a student at our College. The video led us down
memory lane and provided insight on the hopes and dreams our Year 12’s had for their fruitful future. One of our International
students, Wilson Han, ended the assembly by thanking and congratulating his fellow peers and teachers for leading him to
where he is today. Students then, in true Box Hill Senior fashion, filed out of the hall with their party whistles to enter a
beautifully decorated court yard filled with music, a BBQ, and a smorgasbord of their favourite canteen foods. Students
mingled, danced and took as many photos as they could with their teachers before zipping away to get ready for the
Celebration Dinner.

Celebration Dinner
At 7:00 pm, our students from the morning were near unrecognisable as they came into the Karralyka Centre Hall dressed to
impress with their family and friends. Our senior music students Finn Callanan, Fior Sandell, Carla Frigo and Ebony Giatras
showcased their original musical pieces in 3 outstanding performances. The night itself granted the College an opportunity to
celebrate students and their accomplishments in and outside of school in an intimate forum in front of their family, friends and
peers. Sophie Peters, our Year 12 student leader, confidently ended the night with a student address- thanking family and
friends for their support throughout the years, and how the College had contributed to her success. After hearing all that our
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students have accomplished thus far, it is safe to say that as a College we are proud and honoured to have been along this
journey with them.

A big thank you to all the staff at BHSSC for assisting our Year 12’s in getting this far, as your hard work has not gone
unnoticed.
And we wish the Year 12’s all the best.
Reflecting on 2019
2019 can be remembered via the many achievements of our students in both their academic and sporting endeavours. It has
been a pleasure to watch each student at their respective year levels grow into respectful and dynamic individuals.
A special mention to our Student Leaders who have worked proactively and enthusiastically to contribute to the College in
various aspects whether it be assemblies, focus groups or engaging in activities such as the presentation to staff on ‘what
makes an effective teacher’ and the ANZAC Day Ceremony. It has been a pleasure to see their leadership capabilities
blossom throughout the year.
Our 2019 student leaders were:
Frankie Cheshire

Jackson Relph

Ian Baker

Cooper Prelorenzo

Olivia Atkinson - Ladic

Carla Frigo

Alex Hughes-Gage

Amber Johnson

Lylah McKenzie

Zenith Simons

Rachael Walker

Saige Fletcher

Emily Naguib

Dallas Ray

Milly Kumbara
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We would also like to acknowledge the following recipients of consistently high attendance and achievement awards for
Semester 2:
Attendance Awards Semester 2
Trung Nam Nguyen
Julian Blainey
Jack Chubb
Aidan Marshall
Harrison Cutts
Joel Sloan
Ashley Gilby

Year 7-9
Adam Barnes
Elias Kentrotis
Adam Majdan
Sebastian Molloy
Jett Robertson
Ashton Woodman
Jet Walles-Capasso

Ben Tran
Bee Stewart
Daniel Pham

Year 10
Evie Stevenson
Guy Porteous
Arian Amiri

GPA Awards Semester 2
Ashley Gilby
Aidan Marshall
Hayley Hermus
Ethan Du Plooy

Year 7-9
Julian Blainey
Sebastian Podsiadly Soto
Andrea Violi
Trung Nam Nguyen

Ayden Bragagnolo
Jackson De Prinse
Daniel Pham

Year 10
Emily Kapsalis
Taleah Smart
Chloe Lee

We wish all students success in future areas of study whilst looking forward to watching them continue to pave their journey
next year.
Middle School Food Studies
"Cooking is all about people. Food is maybe the only universal thing
that really has the power to bring everyone together. No matter what
culture, everywhere around the world, people eat together." Guy
Fieri
Creativity, collaboration and empowering students in becoming
discerning food consumers have been key focus areas in the
development of food skills. Students have been challenged to move out
of their comfort zones in the production of various recipe spanning
different food cultures, indigenous ingredients or even ‘on trend’
ingredients such as aquafaba and faux meat. This even extended to
mystery box challenges. Nutrition and healthy eating, sustainable food
production and food science has all been on the menu and needless to
say their creations have been marvellous!
Senior School Food Studies
Year 11 and 12 students have explored the entirety of our complex food system over the course of the year – from being
hunter-gatherers sourcing their own food, tasting foods from various Indigenous and International cultures to experimenting
how our body digests food. We also studied the food science behind the changes that occur to foods as we cook and prepare
them.
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This year, the 2019 Study Design covered a range of topics; many of which taught life skills that both challenged and invited
me to view food differently. I am so grateful to be educated about food utilisation and be in a position to have access to
nutritious foods. We were all alarmed by how misleading packaging can be and how food access, even in a country like
Australia, isn’t always safe and nutritious for everyone. Overall, this year I have learnt to evaluate my food habits and what I
eat each day.
-

Alice Huijbregts (Year 12)

Arts News
Year 12 Graduate Exhibition – Box Hill Art Space

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM
2019 has been another successful year for the International Student Program with all year 12 international students gaining
their VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education). Our 2019 international student cohort has been enrolled from Vietnam,
Thailand, China, India, Indonesia, Switzerland, Malaysia and Iran. Next year we look forward to welcoming students from
South Korea and Saudi Arabia as well.
We appreciate the efforts made by local families through their students to maybe invite an international student(s) to visit their
home for a meal or outing.
Please visit the International Students Web page to find out more about our program:
https://www.bhssc.vic.edu.au/en/international-students/
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Homestay Hosts – Expressions of Interest Invited
URGENTLY SEEKING: Halal diet environment homestay.
Box Hill Senior Secondary College is seeking expressions of interest from people interested in providing homestay
accommodation for an international student. Homestay accommodation offers the chance to learn about another culture and
build lifelong friendships. Students are typically aged between 15 and 18 years of age and typically need accommodation
ranging from six months up to three years. However, in 2020, we may be seeking some short term homestays for Study
Abroad students, so please consider this option also.
In return for accepting a student into your home and family you will be paid a generous weekly amount for your hosting and
hospitality (2020 – 2021 weekly rate is $330 – $350 inclusive of three meals per day and Wi-fi); $10 per day room holding fee
when the student is home overseas). Many students go home for the July school holidays and during December and January.
For further information or to register your interest in this unique opportunity, please contact Lynden – Director of the
International Student Program by email fielding.lynden.j@edumail.vic.gov.au.
Basketball News
Report from the Australian Schools Championships.
The last newsletter for 2019 and what a fantastic finish to BHSSC Basketball!
BHSSC entered three teams for this year, a senior boys and girls team and an intermediate boys team.
Following on the success of winning the Champions Cup the senior girls team went on to win the Australian Schools
Championship. Basketball Australia reported their progress in the tournament as follows: “In the Championship Women’s
finale, Box Hill overcame a gutsy Lake Ginninderra 79-69. Despite the best efforts of star trio Agnes Emma-Nnopu (19 points,
seven rebounds), Maddison Wheatley (18 points, 12 rebounds) and Sara-Rose Smith (15 points, 14 rebounds), there was just
a bit too much on the other side of the ball to stop. Box Hill stretched Lake G at all aspects as the outside game of Paige Price
(25 points, six rebounds) and Erin Riley (14 points) was backed up by the driving work inside the key. Leia Hanafin (16 points,
six rebounds, five assists, five steals, one block) had a bit of everything on offence and defence as she marshalled Box Hill
inside the paint alongside Georgia Baldwin (eight points). All told it was a stellar performance from Box Hill, especially to back
up from last night’s extraordinary over-time semi-final victory over Immanuel College.”
The senior boys also made the Grand Final and as reported by Basketball Australia. “Lake Ginninderra was too
powerful in the men’s competition, running away with a 102-66 win over Box Hill Senior Secondary College. Putting on a
staggering 39-13 first term, Lake G had far too many weapons in their arsenal as Blake Jones (38 points, 17 rebounds)
capped off his week in the most emphatic style alongside Dhal Fieg (26 points, six rebounds, seven assists). Box Hill toiled to
try and match pace with the high-flying ACT brigade, as Roosevelt Williams (28 points, 13 rebounds) continued his elite week
alongside Abraham Gatwech Chol (nine points).”
The Intermediate boys took Bronze after an amazing week at the Nationals, as reported by Basketball Australia.
“Marcellin became our Under-17 Division 1 Boys champions with an emphatic 75-37 win over Hunter Sports High led by
Daniel Poelsma (17 points) and Anthony Dell’orso (16 points). Box Hill took the bronze to continue its extraordinary school
wide campaign at the championships with a75-65 win over Westfields in the bronze medal game.”
On behalf of the college, I would just like to congratulate all the students and staff who played, coached or managed
a team last week and say a big thank you for all your efforts. Also a special thank you to Marilyn and Claire for taking
the brilliant pictures found on our Facebook and Instagram pages.
Steve Kennedy.
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